Somers Town's Future Neighbourhood 2030

About the Future Neighbourhood 2030
The GLA programme will support neighbourhoods to become exemplar models of sustainability.

Projects should help deliver the overarching objectives of the Green New Deal
mission:
1. Improve London’s natural environment, improve air quality and tackle the climate and
ecological emergencies
2. Promote and incentivise activities that sustain and grow London’s green economy
3. Prioritise interventions reducing health inequalities and social injustices
4. Engage Londoners and businesses in their journey to become a zero pollution and greener
city.

More specifically, the programme will drive action across five key sectoral themes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Retrofitting of homes, commercial and public buildings
Creating a decarbonised, smart and integrated energy system
Improving air quality and creating zero emission zones
Climate adapted, resilient, and green neighbourhoods
Zero waste, circular economy

Developing the Neighbourhood Strategy for
Somers Town

DEVELOPING THE STRATEGY INCLUDES

NEIGHBOURHOOD
STRATEGY
AIM
To develop a Future
Neighbourhoods Strategy for
Somers Town that delivers on
the commitments included in
the Future Neighbourhoods
programme.

•
•
•
•
•
•

PARTNERS / LEAD
Somers Town Community
Association (STCA)
Somers Town Neighbourhood
Forum
Little Village and others

•

Establishing a clear and transparent governance and Monitoring and
evaluation framework
Embedding the Green New Deal mission objectives
Mapping out how Somers Town can realise the ambitious Future
Neighbourhoods vision by 2030
Collaborating with the local community, ensuring traditionally
underrepresented groups contribute to the strategy and see benefit
from the planned activities
Outlining how best practice will be shared
Considering how to make best use of existing GLA environmental
programmes and support
Identifying the kinds of behavioural changes needed, including how
to address the more tricky sources of emissions, such as, for
example, those associated with what people living in the
neighbourhood consume.

Programme delivery
A community
connected by a
circular economy

Energy efficient
homes, low
carbon energy

Cleaner air
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Cleaner, greener
streets and estates

interconnected
projects across
five areas
Cleaner, greener
transport

A community connected by a circular economy

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
CHALTON STREET MARKET
AIM
To provide job opportunities,
upskill the local community
and introduce circular
approaches for eco-trading at
Chalton Street Market.

PARTNERS / LEAD
• Camden Think and Do
• Somers Town Community
Association
• Central Saint Martins
• LifeAfterHummus
• TipTapp
• Environment Services Camden Council

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?
• Make hireable stalls and provide access to the stall design
blueprints to make more that can be adapted for different uses
on the market.
• Deliver workshops and provide equipment and spaces to
help residents in repair or transform unwanted items into
commodities to sell.

• Create a market to sell items and promote and educate
sustainable behaviour change.
• Develop an ‘App’ for residents and business to use to enable
sharing and exchanges of unwanted items.

Cleaner, greener streets and estates

HEALTHY AND CLIMATE
SAFE STREETS

AIM
To deliver a network of safe,
green streets across the
neighbourhood, reducing local
traffic and pollution and well
as encouraging and enable
residents to walk and cycle
more.

PARTNERS / LEAD
•

Transport and Planning Camden Council

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?
• Deliver a network of safe, green streets that promote healthy and
sustainable travel. It will build on the existing Healthy School
Street at St. Mary and St. Pancras schools by implementing a
similar trial at all other schools in the area, including Maria Fidelis
(Drummond Crescent) and Regent High School (Chalton Street).
• Introduction of new cycling infrastructure including a segregated
cycle lane on Crowndale Road and, making the cycle lane on
Goods Way permanent.
• Develop and deliver the Greening Phoenix Road project, an eastwest corridor at the heart of Somers Town, which will deliver
traffic reduction alongside extensive greening
• Deliver a Future Neighbourhoods Street Audit to assess the
neighbourhood’s streets from three future perspectives:
accessibility, health and climate-resilience.

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?

GREENING SOMERS TOWN
•

Deliver a series of estate-based physical improvements projects,
including new food growing space, improved spaces for play and
social interaction, and other green infrastructure interventions
such as green walls or tree planting.

•

Support for communities to help create and protect these spaces,
in collaboration with local organisation Global Generation, who
are well embedded in Somers Town as a result of their
meanwhile-use Story Garden.

•

Support resident-led garden spaces through expansion of the
‘postcode gardener’, alongside training, work experience and job
opportunities for residents.

AIM
To address inequality in access
to green spaces in Somers
Town by reinvigorating underutilised housing estate land.

PARTNERS / LEAD
•
•

Green Spaces – Camden
Council
Global Generation/Story
Garden

Cleaner, greener transport

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?

GREEN MOBILITY HUBS
•

Create five or six “Green Mobility Hubs” offering in each location
a mix of Santander Cycle Hire points, Dockless Bike Hire, general
cycle parking, e-scooter hire, and amending all car clubs around
the hubs to EV-only car club bays.

•

The hubs will improve the public area and bring additional
greenery through street trees, green roofs or parklets.

•

New street furniture will be utilised to generate advertising/
sponsorship revenue for ongoing maintenance/development of
the hubs.

•

A support package for local residents and businesses, will both
encourage giving up parking permits in favour of shared mobility
credits.

AIM
To enhance mobility around
Somers Town so residents are
encouraged and supported to
walk and cycle more and make
a better use of the public
spaces around.

PARTNERS / LEAD
•
•

Transport and Planning Camden Council
Knowledge Quarter Partners

FREIGHT ACTION PLAN

AIM
To work with local businesses
in the development and
establishment of bettercoordinated loading, servicing
and waste collection
practices.

PARTNERS / LEAD
•
•

Knowledge Quarter
Sustainability - Camden
Council

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?
• Engage Somers Town businesses in the development of strategic
and workable solutions for reducing, remodelling and/or
retiming current loading, servicing and waste collection
practices.
• Address emissions, congestion and reduce total mileage, delay,
parking pressure and road safety issues across the
neighbourhood.
• Complement ongoing work being carried out by the Council to
establish a public realm and greening scheme on Phoenix Road,
which includes closing off sections of this road to motor
vehicles.

Clean air

AIR QUALITY MONITORING,

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?

PUBLIC HEALTH AND
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

AIM
To reduce the health burdens
of outdoor and indoor air
pollution for the residents of
Somers Town.

PARTNERS / LEAD
•
•

Sustainability – Camden
Council
London School of Economics

• Install a new air quality monitor close to Midland Road and Brill
Place.
• Home energy and air quality advice visits for 200 fuel-poor
households. The visits aim to make changes to improve comfort
and reduce health risks from indoor air pollution and other
contaminants, whilst saving on fuel bills.

Energy efficient homes, low carbon energy

RETROFITTING HOUSING

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?

AND LOCAL SKILLS

•

As part of the delivery of the project, local residents will be
offered complimentary training to build the skills to deliver
internal solid wall insulation and associated work such as
secondary glazing and ventilation, with this leading to formal
apprenticeships.

•

Trained residents would be supported through Camden’s
existing apprenticeship / training programmes centred at the
Kings Cross Construction Skills Centre and brought into the
Council’s in-house workforce.

AIM
To improve the energy
efficiency of 50 council
properties by introducing a
range of physical measures
(while they are empty).

PARTNERS / LEAD
•
•
•

Housing – Camden Council
Somers Town Job Hub
STCA

SOMERS TOWN ENERGY -

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?

DECARBONISATION

AIM
To develop a decarbonisation
plan for Somers Town Energy.

• Somers Town Energy (STE) is a district energy network serving over
500 homes, a new school and community facilities in the heart of
Somers Town, the project proposal for STE centres around two key
activities.
• Develop a case study to showcase how smart energy systems can be
deployed in central London by retrofitting infrastructure into
existing buildings.

PARTNERS / LEAD
•
•

Francis Crick Institute
Sustainability - Camden
Council

• Support the delivery of a study analysing the future of the heat
network and how it will decarbonise. This study will explore how the
network can maximise the use of clean, renewable and secondary
heat sources and opportunities for the use of waste heat.

KNOWLEDGE QUARTER

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?

CARBON OFFSET

AIM
To design a local carbon offset
mechanism that would sustain
investment in community-led
projects that contribute to
reducing Carbon across the
neighbourhood.

PARTNERS / LEAD
•
•
•
•
•
•

Knowledge Quarter
Francis Crick Institute
Wellcome Trust
British Library
Arup
Sustainability - Camden
Council

• Carbon offsetting is a way for businesses, who are unable to
further reduce their emissions, to invest in initiatives that
contribute to reducing emissions which compensates their own.
• Businesses and organisations across the Knowledge Quarter will
collaborate on the design and delivery of the initiative, including
the defining price of carbon and how this funds will be collected
and distributed.
• The fund will be used for a wide-range of local projects, including
for example, tree planting, local renewable energy generation and
building energy efficiency improvements.
• Projects will be proposed by local stakeholders, including
community groups and charitable organisations.

SOMERS TOWN
COMMUNITY ENERGY
AIM
To facilitate the development
of community-owned
renewable energy in the
neighbourhood.

PARTNERS
•
•

Power Up North London
(PUNL)
Sustainability - Camden
Council

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?
• Power Up North London (PUNL) will work in partnership with the
Council and the community to identify at least two sites (for
example, schools, health centres, sports centres, religious
buildings etc) for the installation of solar panels.
• The sites selected will benefit from cheaper electricity, so enabling
them to invest their budgets in areas that give higher social
returns.
• PUNL’s approach is designed to deliver community-owned and
managed solar projects.
• In addition to clean energy generation, the project could also
provide a hub for education on the climate crisis, while offering
practical ways for communities to work together.

