
Minutes of Somers Town Neighbourhood Forum 
14 November 2018, Living Centre, 6:30–8pm


1. Attendees: Slaney Devlin (Chair), Mary Wood, Cllr Roger Robinson, John Wood, Rienzi Trento, 
Donna Turnbull, George Cochrane, Cllr Samata Khatoon, Fran Heron, Cllr Paul Tomlinson, Diana 
Foster, Apolonia Lobo, Herman Tribelnig, Sarah Smith, Lita Smith, Niyan Ahamad, MR


2. Apologies: Richard Harrison, Penny Jones


3. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising

i) British Library. A planning application for the meanwhile use Story Garden is being 
submitted on 15 November.


ii) Air quality. All Invited to meeting on 30th November when Dr Claire Holman will present her 
report on Somers Town air quality, Basil Jellicoe Hall, 6-8pm.


iii) Community Infrastructure Levy. SD confirmed she had written to Camden in response to 
their consultation saying the Forum believed community safety was the number one priority in 
Somers Town at the moment. 
Action: DF to write voicing need to preserve local built heritage, such as St Pancras Hospital 
and Maria Fidelis buildings.

Action: SK to find out how much local CIL is available for St Pancras and Somers Town ward 
at the moment.


iv) Heritage and conservation. There will be a meeting on 20th November 7-9pm at Basil 
Jellicoe Hall to share ideas around conservation and celebration of Somers Town’s heritage. 

4. Developments 

i) Central Somers Town CIP. Camden is selling the land at Brill Place, including land beneath 
the park. Concerns were voiced about landbanking and about the loss of £73,000 CIL to 
improve Purchese Street Open Space as part of the Crick planning consent. 
Action: SD to invite Cllr Danny Beales to a future fórum meeting to discuss the CIP.


ii) HS2. FH reported on noise insulation being consulted on and installed in Ampthill.  The 
towers get very hot in summer. Residents will need to be able to open their Windows and have 
a through draught. Lack of ventillation will cause overheating and trapped moisture will lead to 
damp, both health hazards. 

iii) Maria Fidelis. Residents have reported terrible dust clouds during the demolition of the old 
school buildings and photographs have been sent to Camden – apparently there has been a 
lack of spraying to dampen down the dust.

Action: SD to write to the planning officer to express the Forum’s concerns.


iv)  British Library Story Garden. George Cochrane reported on the updates that Global 
Generation will run it, St Martins College will have a maker space. DF said that garden and 
consultation should have had more prioritisation of Somers Town residents desires and should 
co-design what the space is/looks like. RT made the point that existing areas and gardens in 
Somers Town are overlooked and not given attention that BL Story Garden now has. 
Next steps Global Generation to come to present at next Forum on 12 December.


v) Phoenix Road Greening Project. We are still waiting an update on when the public 
consultation for this £2M initiative will take place.


vi) Camley Street Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation will soon start on a neighbourhood plan for the area immediately east of ours.

Action: SD to invite Alex from Camley Street Neighbourhood Fórum to a future meeting.




5. Air Quality 
Two concerns that have come out of the emerging report Somers Town air quality are the fact that 
pollution is concentrated now around the Phoenix Court Energy Centre and that HS2 monitoring 
may not be as accurate as it could be.

Action: SD to meet HS2 air quality lead to discuss concerns. Report to launch on 30th November 
6pm – SD to invite forum members by email.


6. AOB 

i) Lights at Christmas  
Rienzi wishes to have Somers Town lights in Chalton Street. 

Action: to look into this for next year.


ii) Community use of Living Centre 
Jodie is opening up Living Centre on Saturdays for free community bookings. Let her know if 
you have an idea of a group of activity that might be of benefit to Somers Town residents. DF 
wishes to have a Saturday for a heritage workshop.

Action: DF to ask Jodie.


iii) Disability Oversight Panel 
A new panel to tackle issues experienced by people in Camden living with disabilities is being 
chaired by RR. SK is also on the panel. Residents expressed concern that there is no disabled 
access into parts of Levita House and some residents therefore can’t easily get in or out.

Action: RR and SK to arrange to meet impacted residents and their families.


iv) Ward boundaries 
PT reported that the Local Government Boundary Commission wants to change ward 
boundaries in Camden.

Action: The Forum wishes to be informed and updated about any consultation.


v) Chalton Street market 
St Martin’s College has pop-up stalls in the market selling fruit and veg. A consultation on the 
market is in progress.


vi) Big Local 
Residents would like an update on Somers Town Big Local. JW reported they now have office 
space in the Working Men’s College.

Action: SD to invite Somers Town Big Local to a future Forum meeting.



