
Somers Town Neighbourhood Forum 
Monday 14 November 2016 18:30 – 20:00 
Somers Town Community Centre 

Present: Slaney Devlin (Chair), Jaimie Denholm (Secretary), Michael Parkes, Fran Heron, John 
Wood, Michelle Rispin, Lil Scott, Wendi Priolo, Neisha (Walker House), Niyan Ahamad, Helia 
Evans, Mimi Romilly 

Apologies: Roger Robinson, Paul Tomlinson, Diana Foster, Emma Morgan, Sarah Elie, Samata 
Khatoon, Jeanne Thompson 

Minutes 

Welcome and Introduction 
Check on date of full Camden Council meetings and full Labour Group meetings for potential clashes 
with our meetings  

1 Neighbourhood Plan 
Michael Parkes and Donna Turnbull have finalised a revised version of the Neighbourhood Plan to 
accord with the pre-submission comments by Camden Council. We have not yet submitted the 
Neighbourhood Plan as it is currently in conflict with the Central Somers Town CIP. 

Actions: The revised Neighbourhood Plan will be uploaded to the website for viewing to give 
residents an opportunity to add final comments before it is submitted at the end of this week. 

2 Central Somers Town CIP 
Full planning permission for the Central Somers Town CIP was granted on 14 October 2016. We are 
asking the courts to review the situation (a judicial review) because we believe that the correct 
processes were not followed in coming to the decision. 

A pre-action protocol letter was put forward by Slaney Devlin on Friday 11 November to raise a 
judicial review on the following grounds: (i) the planning officers at Camden Council did not take any 
notice of policy CS4 (Somers Town is designated as an Area of More Limited Change); (ii) Camden 
Council did not prepare a proper study of open spaces before deciding to reduce the amount of private 
open space in Somers Town; (iii) Camden Council did not properly consider air quality concerns; (iv) 
Camden Council have underestimated the weight of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Helia Evans raises the question of boundary changes to the St Pancras & Somers Town Ward and the 
effect this might have on development issues in Somers Town. 

The Somers Town Neighbourhood Forum may not currently have the legal standing to request judicial 
review. At the moment the case is being brought under Slaney Devlin’s name. We will have to 
crowdfund to raise the money to cover potential legal costs if we lose. 

Alan Spence has put forward a separate request for judicial review on the basis that Camden Council 
did not conduct an adequate health assessment. He is working with a solicitor and a barrister on this. 

Actions:  
Find out the veracity of the claim about potential boundary changes 
Start a crowdfunding campaign amongst residents and interested parties to raise the money for the 
potential legal costs of the judicial review. 

3 Camden Council Draft Local Plan 

The Draft Local Plan hearing was held at Camden Town Hall. The STNF notes that the reference to 
policy CS4 (Area of More Limited Change) has disappeared entirely from the Camden Council Draft 
Local Plan. Somers Town has now been designated as a CIP Regeneration Area in the draft. Michael 
Parkes and Slaney Devlin put forward our case at the hearing concerning this matter and the matter of 



open space and air quality. Michael Parkes suggests that Pauline Butcher at Camden Council should 
be alerted to the fact that the CIP Planning Application is facing judicial review as the outcome of the 
judicial review may impact upon the Draft Local Plan. 

4 HS2 
Slaney Devlin attended the House of Lords Select Committee on HS2 in October 2016.  
Thames Water Utilities Ltd. produced a report in June and as a result of this utility works may now 
not go ahead on Chalton Street and Phoenix Road. We will not know for sure until summer 2017 at 
the earliest. At present HS2 cannot demolish the Royal Mail site on Barnby Street. In the House of 
Lords, HS2 committed to looking again at mitigation for Lancing Street. STNF is pushing for similar 
mitigation for Eversholt Street. HS2 have written to the STNF to say that £7.5m will be allocated to 
an HS2 Community and Environment Fund and a Business and Local Economy Fund. Some of this 
money could be used to improve Chalton Street Market. 

5 Chalton Street Market 
Councillor Roger Robinson is reinstating the monthly meeting for stallholders. 
John Wood says that Camden Council do not want to release the Chalton Street Market to the control 
of the BEET Group. 
Diana Foster says – do we need three days a week for the market? The prices are too high for local 
people. 
John Wood says that with two thousand people in the Francis Crick Institute we should have a market 
every day of the week. 

6 Other Developments in Somers Town 
Construction developments: there is no development currently on the British Library extension lands.  
Crossrail 2 – No changes since last meeting 
The planning application for 42 Phoenix Road continues to be on appeal after failing to gain 
permission.  
The planning application for Maria Fidelis School, Phoenix Road has been approved and demolition 
has begun of the police garages on Drummond Crescent. The existing site at Phoenix Road will be 
demolished in 2018, after the school has moved into its new premises. 
Regarding the Ted Baker development in King’s Cross, the STNF will be pushing for work 
experience and apprenticeships for local young people, meanwhile uses of buildings and land 
awaiting development and advertisement of jobs in the Job Hub after attending their consultation. 

7 AOB 
Mimi Romilly would like to share a link to a petition online at 38 degrees regarding HS2. The STNF 
will share the link with the mailing list. 

Next Meeting: Monday 5 December, 6:30pm, Somers Town Community Centre


